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INTRO 
Tell us more about yourself. When and how did your musical journey start? 
• Prior to learning the guitar, he had some formal clarinet lessons. 

• He got his first guitar on his 14th birthday - a black BC Rich Warlock electric 

guitar. 

• He was into metal for quite a while. 

• He got into heavy drug use when he was 17-19. At that time he had basically 

pawned everything worth pawning except one crappy acoustic guitar. 

• During one of those nights where he was walking around wondering if it’s going 

to be his last, he walked by a Chinese martial art studio. One guy who him a 

hotdog and asked him to go inside the studio.  

• Years later he found himself teaching kung fu in the same studio. The other guy 

shared that he had been through the same troubles as him and he helped 

Adrian to quit drugs. Adrian had a huge turning point in his life. He taught kung 

fu for a few years. 

• He said the favorite exercise he did was with the wooden dummy. It resembles 

someone throwing punches at you and you strike it with different rhythmic 

patterns. This exercise gets taught to them almost like a song. 

• One time he got hurt in training and during recovery, he got bored and really 

wanted to hit something made of wood  and count. The only thing he had within 

arm’s reach was his old acoustic guitar. He started counting and hitting it 

randomly. 

• Then he saw Andy McKee’s Drifting video where he had his eureka moment. He 

realized he can transfer his kung fu discipline to the guitar and that’s what got 

him into fingerstyle for the first time.
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GUITARS & GEAR 
Please tell me about your guitars, which brand and shape are you playing? 

• Prototype signature model 7-string Furch guitar. It’s made of spruce top with 

rosewood back and sides. Although it’s a 7-string guitar, the neck used is still that 

of a regular 6-string guitar, resulting in a more cramped string spacing. 

Which strings do you use? 

• Ernie Ball Aluminum Bronze strings gauge 13-70. 

Let’s talk nails, how do your nails look like? 

• He uses acrylic nails that uses acrylic glue and acrylic powder to make them 

harder. 

• He likes them round and flat, just the same shape as the tip of his finger. 

• He prefers the nail on the thumb to have a little bit of an edge on the side closer 

to him because that’s the actual spot where he picks it with. 

• For the nails on his index and middle finger, he would have them edged off a 

little bit towards him. 

• His nails have been done by one and the same lady since six and a half years ago. 

He would fly to the nail lady’s salon just to have his nails done. 

Which pickup system do you use to get the best possible sound? 

• Dimarzio Black Angel Piezo pickup for the trebles 

• Dimarzio Black Angel Magnetic pickup with the phase switch for the low 

frequencies 

• His main guitar has a builtin undersaddle pickup and a mic
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GUITARS & GEAR 
How does your pedal board look like, which pedals and effects are you 
using? 

• He uses a setup similar to that of Antoine Dufour, who has become his mentor 

over the years. 

• Radial Tonebone PZ-Pre preamp. Although it can serve as a DI and can do so 

much more, he only uses it to boost the signal from the passive pickup in his 

guitar.  

• He prefers a mono signal from all of his guitars.  

• He uses a laptop, the MacBook Air, as part of his digital rig.  

• Universal Audio Apollo Twin. This is his audio interface where the Tonebone PZ-

Pre connects to. This connects to his laptop. It does most of the heavy lifting, 

allowing his laptop to coast through his performances by using only 10 to 20% of 

its CPU resources. 

• He uses 3 plugins in Universal Audio - EQ, compression and boost. 

• He uses Logic Pro - MainStage as his DAW. Here he uses different plugins from 

Universal Audio, Native Instruments and Line 6 Helix so he can have  a different 

tone, patch and effect for each of his song. 

Is there any other special gear or gadgets you’re using? 

• Fret wraps. He uses them to get some of those extra baritone sounds when 

doing fret slaps. 

• He used spider capos in the past. 

• He still uses capos in some of his newer songs, but not as much as he used to. 

• He uses Ebows in his intros, outros and interludes. 

• He is currently into light production, 3D imagery kind of stuff, like the ones Kaki 

King does.
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SONGWRITING 
How do you arrange a song for fingerstyle?   
• It all boils down to story. Have something to write about - an inspiration from 

different things like a movie, videogame, etc. or a life event. 

• In order to fix writer’s block, you need to put down the guitar and do something 

else to write about. 

• These days he finds himself listening to music that’s not guitar focused. He says 

this helps in finding your own voice. 

• Contrary to most people’s idea of melody being ‘king’, he thinks groove is king. 

• He starts his arrangements with the percussions. He tries to come up with a 

‘drum kit’ and builds everything from there. 

What about the tunings you use, any favorites? 
• A E A D F A D. This is his home base tuning for his 7-string guitar. Sometimes he 

would harmonize the *4th and *5th sting by tuning the *5th string down to a D.  

• Note: He likes to think of his 7-strings as a 6-string baritone with an extra high 

string, so  4th string = 4th string, except the extra high string. 

• A E A C# E G# C# 

• D G D G A# D. This is the 6-string equivalent to  A E A D F A D. 

• D A D F# B C# 

RECORDING 
How do you record your music? What is the process? 
• He works with Antoine Dufour who helps him get that full and big sound that 

captures the intensity of his actual guitar playing. 

• He uses anywhere between 3-5 mics. 

• One mic is pointed towards the 15th fret to record the sounds from the left hand. 

• Another mic points towards the lower bout to capture the percussive sounds 

from his right hand. 

• Another mic is positioned between the first two. 

• He would make sure all the mics are as close as being in phase as possible. 

• He makes sure to get a signal from his pickup. He says he can get useful low 

ends from it which are not very boomy.

Adrian Bellue


